
ABT 5 – habitat fragmentation and degradation 

The Republic of The Gambia, like many West African countries are endowed with 
tremendous spectrum of ecosystems namely mangrove, forest, and savannah 
ecosystems which are currently imperiled, leading to the impairment services and 
therefore, to habitat loss. As a matter of fact, trend analysis has shown an important 
change on the forest cover highlighting the depletion of 8% in 1968. By 1998 this 
forest cover was drastically reduced to 302,000 hectares (28% of total Gambian land 
cover) of which only 1% is evergreen forest. According to the National Forest Action 
Plan 2019-2030; (2018), the country lost more than 53% of its forest cover since 1946.  

These statistics however, show the extent of damage The Gambian forest cover had 
undergone while de facto, leading to habitat fragmentation and degradation. Indeed, 
these latter stem from a great number of complex anthropogenic factors allowing the 
contribution of climate change in this habitat threat. However, some promising 
endeavors have been hailed to halt the habitat fragmentation and degradation at the 
national and local level translated by the national effort of mainstreaming biodiversity 
into all sector, by the ongoing ecosystem based adaptation project, by the National 
Forestry Action Plan 2019-2028 and more importantly by the environmental laws 
enforcement. 

Target 5: By 2020, the rate of biodiversity loss, forest fragmentation and land 
degradation is reduced by 20%  

Achieving Aichi biodiversity Target 5: key challenges 

It is axiomatic that the health of habitats for species is affected at all level of 
ecosystems and this subsequently arose from numerous anthropogenic factors ranging 
from a momentous population growth to an unsustainable use of ecosystems goods 
and services making the attainment of this target more complex. The most remarkable 
and persistent challenges to maintain the integrity of natural habits for species in the 
Gambia include agriculture, logging, bush fire and infrastructural development/ urban 
sprawl. 

 Agricultural practices 

The unsustainable agricultural practices continue to be one of the major challenges to 
habitat fragmentation in the Gambia. Agricultural production systems employed in 
crop farming consist of intensive land used types, characterized by low level of input. 
Shifting cultivation is still widely practiced in The Gambia, even though fallow periods 
have considerably reduced as land becomes scarce in most farming communities. The 
compounding effect of high population pressure and the scarcity of land have forced 
farmers to intensively cultivate a piece of land year after year. This exhausts the soil 



nutrients and ultimately leads to decline in crop yields. Land placed under continuous 
cultivation further becomes eroded with the eroded materials transported to low land 
areas resulting to sedimentation. With the recent introduction of early maturing 
upland rice in pursuit of food self-sufficiency policy compounds the continuing 
threats of agricultural activities on biodiversity. According to the most reliable 
sources, crop production causes approximately 50 per cent of land degradation and 24 
per cent originate from overgrazing. 

 

 

 Logging 

Logging in mangroves and woodland forests for energy and others purposes clearly 
justifies the challenges related to the achievement of this specific target. The insatiable 
demand for timber and non-timber products from protected areas, forests and other 
ecosystems are highly rated in the Gambia, leading to physical alteration and 
therefore, to the vulnerability of species. The cutting down of trees for commercial 
purposes is amongst these dramatic activities while drawing attention on endangered 
species such as pterocarpus erinaceous, khaya senegalensis etc. However, it is reported that 
forest in the Gambia provides 85% of the country’s domestic energy needs in the 
form of fuel wood for over 90% of the population. As the population continues to 
increase, the fuel wood demand continues to increase unprecedentedly and put more 
pressure on the country’s remaining forest resources.  

 Population growth and urban sprawl 

 Proliferation of estate development by Powerful Estate Agencies especially in the 

West Coast Region currently appears as an actual trigger of ecological crises in the 

Gambia, contributing to a significant reduction in forest cover. Besides, challenges 

related to the achievement of this target can be correlated to an increasing demand in 

arable lands as the population growth so rapidly. Land that was put under cultivation 

in 1997 was 200,000 ha, but this area increased to 440,000 ha in 2012, representing an 

annual rate of 7.96% loss of forest land areas. This is attributed to high immigration 

from neighboring countries in the sub-region settling among the farming communities 

of rural Gambia; giving rise to emerging new settlements in the countryside.  

The urban population of the Gambia has been increasing very rapidly in the past 
decades and actually expects to grow in the next coming years. The increasable need 
for settlement in the cities with the related activities fragile the functions of coastal 
and forest ecosystems while leading to the fragmentation of natural habitats for 



species. Continued erosion along the Atlantic coast has been attributed to numerous 
illegal sand mining activities in the areas of Kartong and Bijilo. Shifting cultivation and 
itinerant farming practices that enable a sizeable population to establish ownership 
over every single strip of land leads to further fragmentation of wildlife habitats and 
destruction of migratory corridors 

 Bush fire 

Annual unintended burning of the forest presents a major threat to biological 
resources both within and outside protected areas. It has been observed that many 
Gambian forests are subjected to bush fire and this mainly occur during the dry 
season at the rural areas. This incidence is generally bound to activities such as 
agriculture, honey production, hunting with impacts on fauna and flora. 

 

LINKAGES TO THE UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

SDGs 
SDG 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy 
for all 

Access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy continues to be a critical 
issue despite the high dependence of the population on fuel wood for energy 
consumption. It is clear that forest in the Gambia provides 85% of the country’s 
domestic energy needs in the form of fuel wood for over 90% of the population. 
However, the market demand for certain species of fuel wood compelled wood 
vendors to harvest green wood.   

Consequently, though numerous endeavors have been noticed at the energy sector 
justified by an increasing number of national renewable energy programs and projects 
but this is far more to guaranty energy sustainability in the country. 

SDG13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts  

Climate change with all its impacts is clearly noticed as one the pressing threats that 
impedes national sustainability and fragile the equilibrium of natural ecosystems 
resulting in the loss of some endemic species.  

In fact, the National Adaptation Program and Actions (NAPA) has identified 
priorities relating to climate change and this encompass  the Rehabilitation of Early 
Warning Systems on Climate-Related Natural Hazards; Improvement of Freshwater 
Availability; Diversification and Intensification of Agricultural Production, Expansion 



of Community Participation in the Management of Forests and Protected Areas; 
Expansion and Intensification of Agro-forestry and Re-forestation Activities. 

SDG 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources 
for sustainable development 

A high number of Gambian populations consistently depend on coastal and marine 
biological resources whose sustainable utilization can systematically lead to the 
achievement of this above-mentioned goal. The government through the promotion 
of biological marine resources has in reality set some of the mechanisms in 
partnership with stakeholders involved in fisheries in the image of fish processing 
companies, EU and others. These mechanisms include sustainable certification 
programs that question both the dynamism of Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) 
and FAO codes of conduct for fisheries.  

SDG 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 
sustainably manage forests, combat desertification and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss. 

It is obvious that Anthropogenic factors of ecosystems degradation that produces net 
benefit for this generation are actually enable to produce net harm to the coming 
generation. In response to this accelerating ecological threat, the government of the 
Gambia through the Department of Forestry relevantly developed a National Forestry 
Action Plan (NFAPII) considered as a toolkit of practical guidance on DoF 
programming in sustainable forest management during the next ten years (2019-2028). 
The main objectives of this plan is to substantially increase forest area and via 
reforestation and to restore degraded forests so as to maintain the socio-economic 
and ecological balance and enhance forests productivity, deeming the high 
dependency of Gambian rural population on forestry goods and services. 

 

ASSESSING YOUR NATIONAL CONTRIBUTION TO ACHIEVING ABT 5 

Considering both the physical loss of biological diversity and its socio-economic 

impacts, the Gambia has considerably placed at the core of its national strategies 

numerous measures ranging from policy reinforcement to the implementation of large 

scale realistic programs. These environmental endeavors are clearly expressed by the 

National Forest Action Plan (NFAP) 2019-2028; by the ongoing large scale-ecosystem 

based adaption project (EBA) and the National Adaptation Program amongst other.  

Specifically, the Forestry sub-sector policy (2010–2019) fosters the involvement of 

local communities and corporate in the management and development of forest. This 



policy aims to reserve, maintain and develop forest resources at least 30% of total 

land area to provide environmental protection through minimizing soil desiccation 

and erosion, improving and conserving biodiversity, maintaining river bank stability 

and protecting swamps. Moreover, it expects to ensure the management and 

protection of 75% of forest lands according to forest management principles and 

plans by engaging local communities in forest resource management, strengthening 

local structures such as community forest committees, devolving authority and 

management responsibilities to local communities and introducing participatory 

techniques for local empowerment. 

Additionally, interest in restoration and the number of ecosystem rehabilitation 
programs and projects activities are astoundingly winning the ground as more 
communities started to realize the benefits derived from healthy natural ecosystems. 
This is obviously one of the most robust and sophisticated measures prevailed by the 
government and the environmental private institutions in which context the large-
scale ecosystem based adaptation project is initiated with the objective of expanding 
and consolidating community forestry and joint forest park management. This afore-
mentioned project is expected to restore a total area of 7,000 hectares of degraded 
forest, woodland, savanna and mangrove and 3,000 hectares of agricultural land while 
using climate-resilient tree and shrub species.  The project’s interventions will take 
place within and adjacent to at least 125 newly established 34 Community Forestry 
Reserves (CFs) and Community Protected Areas (CPAs), across four regions of The 
Gambia (Lower River, Central River South, Central River North and Upper River 
Regions. Furthermore, the government’s objective of increasing the size of the 
country’s community-managed areas to at least 200,000 hectares by 2020 is so far 
promising.  

Moreover, to safeguard certain species (pterocarpus erinaceous and khaya senegalensis) 
which are considered as hubs for a great number of forest birds and to effectively 
control illegal logging CITES regulation has been promoted throughout the Gambia. 
As for the Marine and coastal ecosystems, the government through the ministry of 
water and fisheries has impelled actors involved in fisheries to be more ecological 
responsible, therefore to integrate codes of conducts and certification agenda into 
their key strategic plans. These efforts facilitated the adoption of FAO codes of 
conduct for fisheries and of Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certification. 
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