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Foreword
This publication presents the highlights of the Philippine Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (PBSAP) 
2015–2028, the country’s roadmap for conserving and managing biodiversity resources and integrating 
biodiversity objectives into national development and sectoral planning frameworks. It is the third and 
latest update of the Philippines’ biodiversity strategy and action plan, which was first developed in 1997 as 
part of the country’s commitments to the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

The government recognizes that genuine inclusive and sustainable growth cannot be attained without 
pursuing biodiversity conservation. As such, the PBSAP directly feeds into the Philippine Development Plan 
goals, the President’s 10-point Agenda, and other national development plans. 

The PBSAP was formulated with the participation of more than 800 individuals representing nearly 200 
agencies and organizations from the government, private sector, media and academe, including non-
government agencies and people’s organizations both at the local and international levels. This process 
ensured that the PBSAP was developed with a comprehensive understanding of the country’s priority 
needs. It contains specific targets and indicators, financing needs and strategies, monitoring mechanisms, 
and institutional arrangements or responsibilities—key ingredients to successful plan implementation.  

Anchored within the goals of the Philippine Development Plan, the PBSAP works towards the vision that by 
2028, the Philippines’ biodiversity is restored and rehabilitated, valued, effectively managed and secured, 
maintaining ecosystem services to sustain healthy, resilient Filipino communities and delivering benefits to 
all women and men.



Working Together, Weaving the Living Web
The Philippine Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 2015–2028

The Philippines is gifted with natural resources that are in many ways 
among the most remarkable in the world. Our forests, caves, rivers, 
lakes, fields, and oceans are teeming with life, with the biodiversity 
that makes it possible for us to enjoy  numerous  benefits—ranging  
from the obvious (water, food, energy) to  the less apparent but 
equally essential (disaster control, climate regulation, air quality 
regulation).

Many years of exploitation as well as continued pressures have 
severely degraded the integrity of the country’s biodiversity and 
natural ecosystems, compromising the ability of these resources 
to deliver the benefits that support the well-being of all Filipinos, 
from those living in the remotest uplands to those doing the daily 
commute in the urban centers. 

However, the Philippines and the rest of the world are increasingly 
becoming aware of the importance of safeguarding biodiversity. 
Humanity has had a severe impact on the world and must learn to 
live in harmony with the natural environment in order to ensure its 
own survival. 

The inextricable link between biodiversity and human well-
being is the heart of the aspirations of the Philippine Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plan (PBSAP) 2015–2028, which sets out the 
country’s goals, plans, and programs for conserving the Philippines’ 
remarkable biodiversity and ensuring that these natural resources 
continue to sustain and support Filipinos. This publication provides 
an overview of the PBSAP.
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Philippine Biodiversity
The Philippines is a biodiversity powerhouse, containing some of the world’s 
most unique and varied assemblage of species. The country has 228 recognized 
key biodiversity areas (KBA), which are home to 855 globally important species 
of plants, corals, molluscs, elasmobranchs, �shes, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals. It is also one of the most important centers of amphibian and reptile 
diversity in Southeast Asia, and the discoveries keep on coming. From 2005 to 
2012, 151 new species of birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians and plants were 
discovered in the Philippines.

The bene�ts and services that biodiversity provides cannot be overemphasized. 
The country’s population of 100 million—projected to reach 125 million by 
2030—depend on this biodiversity in a variety of ways, many of which we have 
not even been able to fully calculate or appreciate. 

Philippine Ecosystem and Biodiversity Values
Ecosystem Service PhP Billion

Timber & fuelwood production
Water provision
Ecotourism
Carbon offset
Flood prevention
Soil erosion
Fishery production
Crop production
Coral reef
Mangrove

1.1
50.9

157.0
453.0

41.0
10.0

111.0
1,416.0

62.1
7.4

Total:         2,309.5

Source: Compiled by the Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN) 

CO2
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Forests • 6.84 million 
hectares (ha) total forest 

cover as of 2010—about 23% 
of total land area

•   A 2005 study determined that the 
country has lost an average of about 

150,000 ha of forest cover per 
year over the past 100 years

Program seeks to cover 
1,700,000 hectares 

by 2016 

Mangrove forests 
protect coastal 

juvenile fish and other marine 

importance is on the 

efforts helped bring about 
increase in mangrove cover 

from 0.247 million ha in 
2003 to 0.311 million 

ha in 2012

• Philippine seas are home to
(# of species):

Coastal 
and Marine

marine 
turtles

marine 
mammals

5

28

168
cartilaginous 
fishes

algae

seaweeds

reef 
associated

fishes

820

1,755 

• 216 lakes 

• 421 principal 
           rivers
• 22 marshes

648

mollusks

Ecosystems: 
Nature’s Gifts that Keep on Giving

Philippine tropical 
forests provide ecosys-

tem services estimated to 
have a total value of about 

PhP15,115/ha  
Healthy forests help 

regulate water supply. 
Our groundwater deposits 

can supply up to 470 billion 
cubic meters to the country 
per year, 17 times what is 

actually being used. 

PhP 114.228 billion – 
value of external trade 

in all forest goods in 
2012

P
Forestry sector 
employs at least 
49,000 people

1,062 

• Along with five other 
countries in the Coral Triangle, 

Philippine waters host the world’s 
richest coral and reef fish diversity

• 1  square kilometer of healthy 
coral reefs can yield up to 30 tons 

of fish and earn 
$29,400–$113,000 tourism 

revenue per year
Philippine reefs 

contribute approximately 
$1.35 billion to the national 

economy per year

Inland
Waters/

Wetlands

 These inland waters/
wetlands are home to 316 fish 

species, 121 of which are found 
only in the Philippines

 More than 13 million people live in 
the basin of Laguna Lake, enjoying 
benefits like food source; livelihood 

Lake Lanao is the 
country’s second biggest 
freshwater lake (next to 

Laguna Lake). Through the 
Agus hydropower plants, the 
lake helps supply 55%–65% 

of Mindanao’s power 
needs.  
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Fragile Ecosystems, Heavy Brudens 
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The PBSAP formulation process involved an extensive series of consultations and analysis to identify and trace 
the linkages of the various biodiversity threats facing the country. As a result, the PBSAP identi�ed the �ve main 
pressures of biodiversity loss in the Philippines, which in turn lead to harmful consequences a�ecting human 
lives, livelihoods, and overall well-being. 

WATER 
POLLUTION

CORAL REEF
SILTATION SILTATION
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Linked to International Goals,
Grounded on Local Needs 

The First PBSAP

1997

• 6 strategies and 
17 major thrusts

integrate NBSAP 
into other sectoral 
plans

Second PBSAP

• 206 

priority areas

• 5 strategic 

2015

Third PBSAP

-

• 20 targets 
towards human 
well-being

• 9 interven

biodiversity 
pressures and
threats

2008

2006

2007

2010

Global Millennium 
Development Goals 

On Biodiversity)

(Integrated Coastal Management)

of marine protected areas 
rose from 10-20% in 2000

to 20-30% in 2007

Terrestrial protected areas 
network grew from 8.5% in 

1992 to 12.8% in 2008

1,169 marine 
protected areas

(Global Biodiversity Targets for 2020)

2002

2000

The PBSAP 2015–2028 was developed through extensive 
and participatory consultations with more than 800 
individuals representing nearly 200 agencies and 
organizations from the government, private sector, 
media, and academe, including non-government 
agencies and people’s organizations at the local and 
international levels. This process was followed to ensure 
that the PBSAP would be able to identify and address 
priority needs and be easily integrated into the plans and 
programs of various government agencies, including 
local governments.

While the PBSAP adheres to global targets on 
biodiversity and sustainable development, like the 2010 
Aichi Biodiversity Targets as well as the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), it also addresses local 
development needs and is intended to be consistent 
with other national plans down to the local plans, such as 
the Comprehensive Land Use Development Plan. 

Continued improvement of what we know about 
our own biodiversity fueled the subsequent 
updates of the NBSAP. The 2002 update, which 
culminated in the release of the Philippine 
Biodiversity Conservation Priorities or the second 
NBSAP, adopted 206 conservation priority areas as 
well as strategic actions that should be undertaken. 
The list of priority sites was re�ned in 2006 with the 
identi�cation of 128 terrestrial and freshwater key 
biodiversity areas, and in 2009 with the addition of 
123 marine KBAs.

The current total of 228 KBAs resulted from the 
integration of the terrestrial, freshwater and marine 
KBAs. These KBAs represent the known habitats of 
855 globally important species of plants, corals, 
molluscs, elasmobranchs, �shes, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mammals in the country.

 The PBSAP 2015–2028 is the third iteration of the 
country’s biodiversity strategy and action plan. The 
�rst one—then o�cially published as the National 
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
(NBSAP)—was approved in 1997 as part of the 
country’s commitments to international 
conventions like the United Nations Convention on 
Biological Diversity (UNCBD), United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCC), and United Nations Convention to 
Combat Deserti�cation (UNCCD).

The NBSAP formulation process, which started in 
1994, marked the beginning of the country’s e�orts 
to undertake a comprehensive assessment of its 
biodiversity, as well as, analyze the various issues 
confronting conservation e�orts. This allowed us to 
gather together experts on di�erent �elds and 
organize an increasing amount of information on 
our biodiversity. 
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The PBSAP at a Glance
The PBSAP targets will be pursued through a combination of direct interventions, which will result in 
concrete physical changes in the KBAs, and enabling interventions, which will support or amplify the  direct 
intervention e�orts. 

Targets
(with corresponding
 sets of indicators)

20 
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IAS hotspots reduced (Result 10)
 

Pollution controlled (Result 10) 
 

Agri-aqua cultural expansion in protected areas controlled (Result 10) 

Energy production and mining in KBAs regulated (Result 10) 

Fuelwood sourced from sustainable sources (Result 10) 

Illegal cutting of tree hotspots reduced (Result 10)

Hotspots for illegal hunting of wildlife reduced (Result 10) 

Residential and commercial development in PAs controlled (Result 10) 

Awareness of importance of biodiversity conservation increased (Result 18)

Restoration plans initiated (Result 14)

Biodiversity conservation integrated in CLUPs (Result 13)

Agricultural heritage systems recognized (Result 15)

Improved management of 
caves (Result 16)

Relevant conservation policies that address gaps are in place (Result 17) 

Capacity for biodiversity management enhanced (Result 12)

Biodiversity-friendly practices adopted (Result 11)

Policy enforcement strengthened 

Natural forest 
cover increased 

(Result 2) Conservation status of globally threatened
species maintained or improved

(Results 1, 5)  

Improved genetic
diversity in agriculture

(Result 4)  

Expanded natural
areas in urban

centers (Result 6)

 

Cultural services maintained 
(Results 7, 19, 20) 

Provisioning services maintained 
(Results 7, 8, 19, 20) 

 

Supporting services maintained 
(Results 7, 19, 20) 

Regulating services maintained 
(Results 7, 19, 20)

BD-related jobs
created (Result 9)  Improved health Avoidance of natural 

disasters  

No net loss in live coral
cover, mangroves and

seagrass areas (Result 3) 

 
    

Inland
Waters

Agro-
biodiversity

Urban 
Areas

Coastal
and Marine

CavesTerrestrial
Areas

PBSAP framework The illustration shows how the interventions are expected to deliver 
key results to achieve the 20 PBSAP targets and contribute to the 
overall human well-being goal.

Results related to reducing threats 

20

The PBSAP identified 20 targets to address drivers of biodiversity loss, reduce biodiversity threats, improve 
biodiversity status, and enhance ecosystem services, all towards the overarching goal of improving 
human well-being.

As shown in this figure, the PBSAP targets (green layer) contribute to the several SDGs adopted by the 
United Nations (orange layer), and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets (blue layer), showing that biodiversity has 
an impact on development goals.

Pages 20-21 show the PBSAP framework, illustrating how the interventions are expected to deliver 
key results to achieve the 20 PBSAP targets and contribute to the overall human well-being goal. 

Human well-
being

Ecosystem 
services 
provided

Conserva on 
targets

Reducing 
threats 

Addressing 
drivers

PBSAP 
Targets

SDGs

Targets 
1-6

Targets
7 & 8

Target
9

Targets 
11-20

Target 
10

PBSAP 
Framework

PBSAP Target 1
Maintain or improve conserva n 

status of threatened species

PBSAP Target 3
Maintain live coral cover, 
mangrove and seagrasses

PBSAP Target 2
Maintain natural forest 

cover

PBSAP Target 5
Maintain popula n 

of migratory birds

PBSAP Target 7
Enhance ecosystem 

services

PBSAP Target 8
Maintain sh stocks of 

economically important 
species

PBSAP Target 9
Increase biodiversity 

conserva n related jobs

PBSAP Target 10
Reduce, control and manage 

key threats to biodiversity

PBSAP Target 6
Increase propor n 

of green spaces

PBSAP Target 4
Maintain or conserve gene c 
diversity of cul vated plants 

and farmed and domes cated 
animals  

PBSAP Target 11
Increase areas for biodiversity-

friendly agriculture

PBSAP Target 12
Strengthen capacity of public 

and private sector

PBSAP Target 13
LGUs to formulate and adopt 

enhanced Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan (CLUP)

PBSAP Target 14
Restore ecosystems

PBSAP Target 15
Increase number of 

agricultural systems

PBSAP Target 16
Improve cave 

management

PBSAP Target 17
Biodiversity 

in place

PBSAP Target 18
Increase awareness on 

biodiversity

PBSAP Target 19
Increase PAs that 
overlap with KBAs

PBSAP Target 20
Increase coverage of 

established MPAs/sanctuaries
Aichi Targets

Goal A: Address causes 
Target 1 Awareness

Target 2 Mainstreaming
Target 3 Harmful incentives 
Target 4 Sustainability plans

Goal B: Reduce pressures  
Target 5 Loss of natural habitats

Target 6 Overfishing
Target 7 Sustainable management

Target 8 Pollution
Target 9 Invasive alien species

Target 10 Climate change

Goal C: Improve status 
Target 11 Protected areas

Target 12 Threatened species
Target 13 Genetic diversity

Goal D: Enhance benefits 
Target 14 Ecosystems services

Target 15 Restoration & carbon stocks
Target 16 Nagoya Protocol

Goal E: Improve implementation 
Target 17 NBSAPs

Target 18 Traditional knowledge 
Target 19 Science base

Target 20 Financial resources


