
Biodiversity Target Progress towards 
Target

Measures Taken Effectiveness 
of Measures

Challenges and Needs

1: Awareness 
increased

▪ iAmBiodiversity campaign 
▪ Outreach by government 

departments and non-
governmental organisations, 
including via social media 

▪ Biodiversity education 
programmes implemented by 
the Science Initiative for 
Environmental Conservation 
and Education

Partially effective Challenges 
▪ Lack of data with which to 

assess baseline awareness 
and knowledge of biodiversity 
and therefore to design 
effective awareness-raising 
campaigns 

Needs 
▪ A comprehensive national 

biodiversity communications 
strategy 

▪ Training in biodiversity 
communication, education 
and public awareness, 
including digital and social 
media strategy 
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2: Biodiversity 
values integrated

▪ 75% of the Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets reflect in NESDP 

▪ Drafting of new biodiversity-
related policies, e.g. National 
Ocean Policy, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Policy 

▪ Economic valuations of coastal 
and marine ecosystems

Partially effective Challenges 
▪ Lack of national biodiversity-

sensitive policies in key 
sectors 

▪ Inadequate monitoring, 
evaluation, and reporting on 
implementation of existing 
policies 

▪ Lack of capacity for natural 
resource valuations and 
environmental accounting 

Needs 
▪ Updated sectoral policies 
▪ Monitoring and evaluation 

frameworks 
▪ National environmental 

statistics system
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3: Incentives 
reformed

▪ Establishment of biodiversity-
positive included as a goal in 
the NESDP and Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Policy

Unknown Challenges 
▪ Incentives and subsidies are 

generally designed to 
promote economic growth, 
rather than biodiversity 
conservation 

Needs 
▪ Guidance materials, including 

best practice examples, on 
implementation of 
biodiversity-positive incentives 

▪ Technical support to identify 
biodiversity-harmful incentives 
and opportunities for 
biodiversity-positive incentives 

▪ Capacity building for strategic 
environmental assessment

4: Sustainable 
consumption and 
production

▪ Actions to promote health diets 
based on local foods

Partially effective Challenges 
▪ Absence of national criteria 

for sustainability in key 
productive sector 

Needs 
▪ Definitions of sustainability/

safe ecological limits for 
productive sectors 

▪ Technical support to develop 
criteria and indicators for 
sustainable production
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5: Habitat loss 
halved or reduced

▪ Tree-planting and reforestation 
▪ Coral restoration

Unknown Challenges 
▪ Lack of reliable baseline data 

on habitat status and habitat 
loss, including the lack of an 
up-to-date forest survey 

Needs 
▪ Technical support to identify, 

assess, and digitally map key 
natural habitats (including 
forests) and their condition 

▪ Technical assistance to 
identify and evaluate key 
drivers and pressures causing 
ecosystem loss, degradation, 
and fragmentation 
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6: Sustainable 
management of 
living marine 
resources

▪ Drafting and adoption of 
relevant policies, e.g. National 
Ocean Policy, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Policy  

▪ Fisheries management measures 
in legislation 

▪ Prohibition on the taking of sea 
turtles 

▪ Establishment of a National 
Fisherfolk Organisation and 
corresponding improvements in 
participatory resource 
management

Partially effective Challenges 
▪ Large marine territory makes 

thorough surveillance and 
enforcement difficult 

▪ Shortage of staff with 
necessary technical specialties 

▪ Dated fisheries legislation 
Needs 
▪ Increasing the staff 

complement of the Fisheries 
Division to include ecologists, 
marine biologists, fisheries 
scientists, data specialists 

▪ Technical support to carry out 
a national fisheries census 

▪ Revision of the Fisheries Act 
and regulations 

▪ Capacity-building for marine 
spatial planning and use of 
geographic information 
systems for fisheries 

▪ Capacity-building for 
fisherfolk
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7: Sustainable 
agriculture, 
aquaculture, and 
forestry

▪ Inclusion of agriculture-related 
goals in the NESDP 

▪ Cooperation with international 
and regional agriculture 
organisations 

▪ Development of a proposal for 
a Global Environment Facility 
project Conserving biodiversity 
and reducing land degradation 
using a Ridge-to-Reef approach 

▪ Richmond Vale Academy Model 
Garden project

Partially effective Challenges 
▪ Lack of reliable documented 

information about patterns 
and trends in agricultural 
practices in SVG 

▪ Lack of national criteria and 
indicators for sustainable in 
agriculture 

Needs 
▪ An updated national farm 

census 
▪ Strengthening agricultural 

extension services 
▪ Enhance technical capacity in 

the Ministry of Agriculture, 
including in areas related to 
botany, microbiology, plant 
genetics, livestock 
management 

▪ Regular training and capacity-
building for farmers, e.g. via 
community-based field schools 

▪ Development of biodiversity-
related indicators for 
sustainable agriculture 
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8: Pollution 
reduced

▪ Expanded polystyrene ban 
▪ Suspension on importation and 

sale of glyphosate-containing 
pesticides 

▪ Ban on phosphate detergents 
▪ Disposal of obsolete pesticides 
▪ Draft chemicals management 

policy and legislation

Partially effective Challenges 
▪ Poor enforcement of anti-

pollution laws 
▪ Lack of data on pollution 

levels 
▪ Inadequate waste 

management facilities 
Needs 
▪ Technical support to identify 

priority sources of pollution 
▪ Implementation of effluent 

standards 
▪ Development of routine 

pollution monitoring 
programmes 

▪ Training (including for police 
force and judiciary) in 
environmental surveillance, 
enforcement, and prosecution 

▪ Port reception facilities for 
waste from vessels
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9: Invasive alien 
species (IAS) 
prevented and 
controlled

▪ Participation in regional Global 
Environment Facility project 
Preventing Costs of Invasive 
Alien Species in Barbados and 
the OECS Countries 

▪ National lionfish action plan

Unknown Challenges 
▪ Absence of national laws, 

policies, and action plans to 
strategically address IAS 

Needs 
▪ Technical support to develop 

a national IAS situational 
assessment 

▪ Formulation of a national IAS 
strategy 

▪ Development and implement 
of biosafety protocols to 
prevent spread of IAS across 
internal boundaries 

▪ IAS monitoring and control/
eradication programmes for 
habitats of endangered and 
endemic species

10: Pressures on 
vulnerable 
ecosystems 
reduced

▪ Inclusion of related objectives 
(e.g. coastal zone 
management) in the NESDP and 
National Ocean Policy 

▪ Proposed project Conserving 
biodiversity and reducing land 
degradation using a Ridge-to-
Reef approach includes 
measures to reduce pressured 
from land-based sources of 
pollutions

Partially effective Challenges 
▪ Absence of dedicated 

national policies and 
programmes for management 
of coral reefs 

Needs  
▪ Technical assistance and 

support is needed for the 
establishment of a national 
coral reef conservation and 
management programme, 
with dedicated funding and 
personnel
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11: Protected areas 
increased and 
improved

▪ Drafting of new Parks and 
Protected Areas regulations 

▪ Capacity-building under 
regional projects 

▪ Proposals in the 
project Conserving biodiversity 
and reducing land degradation 
using a Ridge-to-Reef approach 
for expanding protected areas 
coverage and improvement 
management 

▪ Participation in the Grenadines 
Network of Marine Protected 
Areas

Partially effective Challenges 
▪ Protected areas system plan 

does not address the full 
range of protected area 
management objectives as per 
international best practice 

▪ Gaps, overlaps, 
inconsistencies and conflicts in 
the legal framework for 
protected areas management 

Needs 
▪ Review and update of the 

protected areas system plan 
▪ Rationalisation of the 

regulatory framework for 
protected areas management 

▪ Capacity-building for 
protected areas managers 
and staff, including in the 
areas of marine spatial 
planning, ecological 
monitoring, information 
management, grant proposal 
writing
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12: Extinction 
prevented

▪ Ban on hunting of sea turtles 
▪ Union Island Gecko Initiative 
▪ The proposed 

project Conserving biodiversity 
and reducing land degradation 
using a Ridge-to-Reef approach 
includes objectives related to 
reducing the risk of extinction of 
endangered endemic species

Unknown Challenges 
▪ Lack of reliable data about 

endangered species 
populations and habitats 

▪ Absence of species recovery 
and action plans for 
endangered endemic species 

▪ Lack of capacity for 
monitoring, surveillance and 
enforcement of wildlife 
protection legislation 

▪ Not all endangered endemic 
species are formally protected 
by law 

Needs 
▪ Research and monitoring to 

determine populations, 
distributions, habitat status for 
endangered and threatened 
endemic species 

▪ Research to identify major 
threats and risks to species 

▪ Development and 
implementation of species 
action plans 

▪ Laws and policies to protect 
species and their habitats 

▪ Training for Forestry staff in 
conservation science
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13: Genetic 
diversity 
maintained

▪ No significant measures taken No significant 
measures taken

See 2008 Second Country 
Report on the State of Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture 
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http://www.fao.org/3/i1500e/Saint%2520Vincent%2520and%2520the%2520Grenadines.pdf


14: Ecosystems and 
essential services 
safeguarded

▪ Implementation of the 
Integrated Watershed 
Management Planning and 
Forest Reserve Protection 
Project in the Cumberland 
Valley 

▪ Inclusion of integrated 
watershed management as a 
priority objective in the NESDP 

▪ Inclusion of integrated 
watershed management as a 
component of the proposed 
project Conserving biodiversity 
and reducing land degradation 
using a Ridge-to-Reef approach 

▪

Partially effective Challenges 
▪ Changing climate conditions 

are affecting water-related 
ecosystems services 

▪ Fragmented policy and 
institutional framework for 
water resources management 

▪ Absence of a national 
Integrated Water Resources 
Management policy 

Needs 
▪ Review and rationalisation of 

the policy, legislative and 
institutional framework for 
water resources management 

▪ Research on the current status 
of watersheds 

▪ Pollution monitoring  
▪ Adoption and enforcement of 

integrated land use planning 
approaches; 

▪ Development of adaptation 
and climate resilience 
strategies for the water sector 
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15: Ecosystems 
restored and 
resilience 
enhanced

▪ Restoration of Ashton Lagoon 
▪ Coral reef restoration 
▪ Tree-planting and reforestation

Partially effective Challenges 
▪ Lack of reliable baseline data 

(including forest data) on 
ecosystem status and trends 

Needs 
▪ Technical support to develop 

baseline data, including 
spatial data, on the location, 
extent and impacts of 
ecosystem degradation 

▪ Technical support to assess 
ecosystems’ carbon 
sequestration potential and 
associated contribution to 
climate mitigation 

▪ An updated forest survey 
▪ Identification and 

prioritisation of degraded 
ecosystems for restoration 

▪ Incentive programmes for 
ecosystem restoration 
activities on privately owned 
lands
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16: Nagoya 
Protocol in force 
and operational 

▪ No significant measures taken No significant 
measures taken

Needs 
▪ Awareness-raising including 

for high-level decision makers, 
about the Nagoya Protocol 
on Access and Benefit-Sharing 
(ABS), highlighting the 
potential commercial value of 
St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines' genetic resources 

▪ Development of national ABS 
policy, legislative framework, 
and administrative procedures 

▪ Training for government 
officials to support 
implementation of ABS 
measures 

▪ Training for legal and 
technical officers in the 
negotiation of mutually 
agreed terms and the drafting 
of ABS permits and contracts
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17: NBSAPs 
adopted as a 
policy instrument

▪ Revised NBSAP prepared and 
submitted to the Secretariat of 
the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, but not yet adopted as 
a national policy instrument  

Ineffective Challenges 
▪ Poor alignment of the NBSAP 

with the NESDP 
▪ Non-adoption of the NBSAP 

as a whole-of-government 
policy  

Needs 
▪ Support, post-2020, to revise 

and align the NBSAP with the 
post-2020 global biodiversity 
framework, as well as with 
national development 
priorities and objectives 

▪ Increased awareness amongst 
biodiversity stakeholders 
about the NBSAP 

▪ Monitoring and evaluation of 
NBSAP implementation 
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18: Traditional 
knowledge 
respected

▪ Documentation of traditional 
biodiversity practices 

▪ Initiatives to support the 
development of sustainable 
livelihoods based on traditional 
biodiversity practices such as 
beekeeping and sea-moss 
harvesting 

▪ Establishment of a traditional 
medicinal garden and 
publication of the Ethnobotany 
of Rose Hall, spearheaded by 
the Rose Hall Cultural and 
Development Organisation

Partially effective Challenges 
▪ Loss of traditional awareness 

and knowledge about 
traditional biodiversity 
practices 

▪ Possibility that 
commercialisation of 
traditional practices (e.g. 
hunting) is adversely affecting 
biodiversity 

Needs 
▪ Support to promote good 

practices of conservation and 
sustainable use, and 
incorporate these into 
national training and 
extension programmes 

▪ Action to conduct research 
and collect data on traditional 
knowledge and practices 
related to biodiversity 

▪ Development of CEPA 
campaigns highlighting 
traditional biodiversity 
knowledge and practices as a 
part of SVG’s heritage 

▪ Enhanced capacity for citizen 
science and community 
involvement in biodiversity 
monitoring and management
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19: Knowledge 
improved, shared 
and applied

▪ Environmental monitoring by 
government agencies 

▪ NGO-driven citizen science 
initiatives 

▪ Private data collection (e.g. by 
the Mustique Company)

Ineffective Challenges 
▪ Lack of data is a major 

constraint of efforts towards 
biodiversity management, 
conservation, and sustainable 
use 

▪ Inadequate technical capacity 
(human resources, equipment, 
hardware, software) for 
environmental data collection 
and management 

▪ Paper-based data 
management and other 
institutional obstacles to 
effective sharing and analysis 
of data 

▪ Fragmentation in data 
collection responsibilities 
results in data gaps and may 
also result in duplications of 
effort 

Needs 
▪ Comprehensive assessment of 

national capacity, gaps and 
needs 

▪ Determine of a national suite 
of basic environmental 
indicators, in keeping with 
international guidance 

▪ Formulation of a national 
environmental data collection 
regime 

▪ Training in environmental 
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20: Financial 
resources from all 
sources increased

▪ Increase in biodiversity funding 
from new sources, e.g. St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines 
Preservation Fund, Mustique 
Charitable Fund, Philip 
Stephenson Foundation 

▪ Establishment of the St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines 
Conservation Fund

Partially effective Challenges 
▪ Lack of information about 

national biodiversity 
expenditures and funding 
gaps 

▪ Constraints on public sector 
financing for biodiversity 

Needs 
▪ Best practice examples of 

biodiversity funding from 
other Caribbean small island 
developing states 

▪ Baseline data and ongoing 
monitoring of biodiversity 
expenditures, funding needs 
and shortfalls 

▪ Technical support to assess 
possibilities for incentive 
reform to complement efforts 
to increase biodiversity 
financing 

▪ Awareness raising for 
decision-makers about the 
economic costs of biodiversity 
loss
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