
Target 16- Nagoya Protocol on Access and benefit Sharing 

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), which Gambia is a party, entered into force 

to promote the conservation of biodiversity, the sustainable use of its components, and the 

fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. At that 

time it was thought that a ‘grand bargain’ between the biologically rich south and the 

technologically and economically rich north would help to achieve the CBD’s objectives.  

This was based on an estimate of the value of genetic resources to industries like 

pharmaceuticals, agriculture, cosmetics, botanicals, horticulture and biotechnology. It was 

believed that demand for access to these resources and the odds of developing a commercial 

product were significant enough to produce large financial revenues to fund conservation 

initiatives and create incentives for biodiversity conservation. For the first time users of 

genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge were required to ensure that those 

providing these resources would benefit equitably.     

There have been significant shifts that took place in the decades following the entry into force 

of the CBD, then it became clear that industry demand for access and the odds of developing 

a commercial product were not as significant as had been hoped, also benefits to providers 

were not as substantial as anticipated and at the same time dramatic advances in science and 

technology and shifts in business environments and models, changed the nature of the 

demand for genetic resources and the ways in which they are used. These are what brought 

about the idea of having an international instrument that will address the new situation; this 

resulted into the existence of the Nagoya Protocol on ABS. 

Our beloved motherland, the Gambia is very rich in biodiversity as well its associated 

traditional knowledge, and as a country, in order to avoid exploitation from the technically 

and economically rich north, there was a need to ratify to the Nagoya Protocol to enable us 

derive benefit out of the use of our genetic resources and its associated traditional knowledge. 

During the period of ratification process, stakeholder consultations was done as well the 

cabinet and parliament were all sensitized, this was what make it easier, by the time the 

document was in parliament for discussion, they were already well sensitized and informed. 

Some of the methodologies used in raising awareness and ensuring benefit sharing were as 

follows: 

   An article on the importance of ratifying to the protocol was published in the quarterly 

newsletter of the department of Parks & Wildlife Management (DPWM), the government 

institution entrusted with the mandate of biodiversity conservation, and copies of the 

newsletter were sent to the ministry of Environment, office of the president, National 

Assembly and stakeholders alike. 

     Sensitization was done on radio, but also on a one and one basis, the Permanent Secretary 

and the Minister of Environment were sensitized. 

     Thirteen community protected areas were established; this is one of the strategies to 

ensure that local people benefit from their natural resources. 



     Fifty-two copies of the Nagoya Protocol on ABS were sent to parliament prior to the 

discussion in parliament. On the 21st May 2014, the Nagoya Protocol was ratified by the 

National Assembly after which we deposited our instrument of ratification. 

After ratification, lies the huge task of implementation, a national focal point, national 

competent and publishing authorities were identified and established, the interim national 

report prepared and submitted, all available at the ABS clearing house; and discussions are on 

the way to establish checkpoints. A roadmap has already be developed and validated, which 

highlighted the need to have a national framework in place; however due to lack of funding a 

national framework is still not in place but talks are in advance stage between the CBD focal 

point and the GEF focal point to use portion of the country GEF 7 allocation to fund the 

establishment of the national framework. Despite the fact that the national framework has 

highlighted (a standalone policy) in the roadmap, is yet to be accomplished, however there 

are series of policies that have haphazardly address the issue of Access and benefit sharing, 

such as the Biodiversity Wildlife policy, National Environmental management Act among 

others. 

In its effort to implement the Nagoya protocol, series of efforts has been made to ensure 

access and benefit sharing is in line with SDG 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-

being for all at all ages and SDG 8: Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic 

growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all ; women engage in oyster 

collection were organized in groups and trained on the best oyster culture, conservation and 

collection methods so as to ensure that collection are done at the right time and in a hygienic 

manner to safeguard the health and wellbeing of the consumers but also has created an 

international market by improving on their storage and packaging with the birth of TRY 

OYSTER, a local NGO, which has enable them to increased the level of income they earned. 

Vegetable producers were also supported by fencing their gardens and providing seeds, seed 

money was given to women groups to start village banking, which requires women to 

contribute a certain amount to be part of the scheme and currently some women have now 

established their own business to the point that they don’t need the support of the scheme 

anymore, allowing other women to join the scheme. Beekeeping and woodlot gardens were 

also established for both men and women in some communities, Eco-tourism camp was built 

for the communities of Tanji Bird reserve, which they have leased to an entrepreneur for a 

period of five years with the condition of employing local people to permit them build 

capacities to be able to take charged of the operation of the camp. Agro forestry initiatives 

has now gained recognition in most part of the country allowing communities to make 

income out of the forest they conserve, as well benefiting from the National forest fund 

(NFF) and Biodiversity trust Fund (BTF) to start conservation friendly activities. One person 

has been employed by DPWM in every community that have established a Community 

protected area, but capacity building has included even their volunteers working in those 

protected areas, Eight out of those community protected areas have been support through the 

country program action plan funded by UNDP to developed management plans and bye-laws, 

that permits the protected areas to generate income for the wellbeing of the protected area and 

the community as well by funding some social services. 



In preparation of the local communities to ensure that they benefit from the resources they 

protect, by having their own protected areas, has lead to replanting of degraded areas, 

mangrove restoration, modern bee-keeping, as a result attract birds and animals alike, making 

the areas an attraction site, allowing the communities to ripped maximum benefit from their 

protection which ensure the realisation of SDG 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable 

use terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification and halt and 

reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss. 

If your country has ratified or acceded to the Protocol, to what extent is it in force, and 

what is being done to make it operational nationally? 

Yes the national assembly ratified the protocol on the 21
st
 May 2014 after which we 

deposited our instrument of ratification, in its implementation efforts, a national focal point, 

national competent and publishing authorities were identified and established, the interim 

national report prepared and submitted, all available at the ABS clearing house; and 

discussions are on the way to establish checkpoints. A roadmap has already be developed and 

validated, which highlighted the need to have a national framework in place; however due to 

lack of funding a national framework is still not in place but talks are in the advance stage 

between the CBD focal point and the GEF focal point to use portion of the country GEF 7 

allocation to fund the establishment of the national framework. 

• To what extent is the Nagoya Protocol is operational, consistent with national 

legislation? 

Actually the Nagoya Protocol is operational at a certain degree but is not consistent with 

national legislation. 

• Has your country put institutional structures in place to implement the Protocol 

(national focal point, competent national authority (ies) and checkpoint(s))? 

A national focal point, national competent and publishing authorities were identified and 

established, but discussions are on the way to establish checkpoints. 

• Has your country put in place the ABS legislative, administrative or policy measures 

required to meet the obligations set out under the Protocol? 

Not yet 

• If not, is your country currently reviewing or developing ABS measures or planning to 

do so with a view to implementing the Protocol? 

A roadmap has already be developed and validated, which highlighted the need to have a 

national framework in place; however due to lack of funding a national framework is still not 

in place but talks are in the advance stage between the CBD focal point and the GEF focal 

point to use portion of the country GEF 7 allocation to fund the establishment of the national 

framework. Despite the fact that the national framework highlighted (a standalone policy) in 

the roadmap is yet to be accomplished, however there are series of policies that have 



haphazardly address the issue of Access and benefit sharing, such as the Biodiversity Wildlife 

policy, National Environmental management Act among others. 

 

 


