
Target 4: Sustainable Production and Consumption 
 
The unsustainable use of natural resources is one of the main drivers of the loss of biodiversity 

and the impairment of ecosystems. Current levels of natural resource production and 

consumption are not sustainable in the Gambia. According to National Forest Assessment (NFA, 

2010), The Gambia had a total forest area of 423,000 Ha in 2010 as compared to 520,400 Ha in 

1998, representing a reduction of 18.7 percent equivalent to 97, 000 HA. This decline is largely 

caused by increasing population, inappropriate production methods, uncontrolled bush fires, 

overgrazing and encroachment for agriculture and human settlement. According to National 

Forest Assessment (NFA, 2010), The Gambia had a total forest area of 423,000 Ha in 2010 as 

compared to 520,400 Ha in 1998, representing a reduction of 18.7 percent equipvalent to 97, 000 

HA. This decline is largely caused by increasing population, inappropriate production methods, 

uncontrolled bush fires, overgrazing and encroachment for agriculture and human settlement. 

There is also, an alarming increase in the demand for forest products, particularly firewood and 

charcoal for household energy. Recent studies clearly indicate trends of deforestation; showing 

that annual rate of deforestation currently stands at 7 per cent (Sillah, 2007). This constitutes a 

significant deterioration compared to the figure of about 5.3 per cent deforestation rate as 

reported in the State of the Environment Report (SER, 1997, p.40).  

 

To achieve ABT 4, and to manage natural resources within safe ecological limits, The National 

Forest Assessment is an essential exercise to assess the state of the forest cover and establish its 

drivers . The National wildlife Inventory is been planned for several years now without financial 

support.  ; These two initiatives will go a long way to  understand how consumption patterns 

affect biodiversity and ecosystems within the Gambia; and develop plans for sustainable 

production and consumption that fall within safe ecological limits. 

 

Achieving ABT 4: Key Challenges 

There are many key challenges to implementing ABT 4. There is also, an alarming increase in 

the demand for forest products, particularly firewood and charcoal for household energy. Recent 

studies clearly indicate trends of deforestation; showing that annual rate of deforestation 

currently stands at 7 per cent (Sillah, 2007). This constitutes a significant deterioration compared 

to the figure of about 5.3 per cent deforestation rate as reported in the State of the Environment 

Report (SER, 1997, p.40). Additionally, areas important for sustainable production were just 

identified as Important Biodiversity Areas (IBA) and with no formal protection status. 

Strategic actions for accelerating achievement of ABT 4, including those in GBO-4, include: 

a) strengthen partnerships to promote sustainable practices of  the private sector;  

b) develop incentives, regulations and guidelines to encourage sustainable production and 

             consumption  

      c) increase demand for sustainable products by raising awareness of environmental impacts;  

      d) encourage companies and local authorities to calculate biodiversity related externalities;  

      e) establish government sustainable procurement policies;  

      f) gather data and establish indicators to track progress on targets on sustainable production  

       and consumption;  

      g) encourage corporations to develop and communicate sustainability plans; develop sector-

specific plan for sustainable production and consumption; promote land use planning that fosters 

sustainable production; and j) map areas critically  important for safe ecological limits, especially 

in regards to water security, food security, bio-fuels, etc. 



Linkages to the UN Sustainable Development Goals 

To implement SDG 2 End hunger with the intensification of agriculture and the proliferation of 

machineries to boost production, achieve food security by introducing projects geared towards 

solving human – wildlife conflicts and establishing Indigenous Community Conserved Areas in 

URR, LRR and CRR. To implement the target the government has established NANA and 

NFSQA to improve nutrition and secure food quality. To implement the target, the GOTG has 

implemented lot of projects to promote sustainable agriculture but also collaborated with various 

government institutions in the ANR framework. 

 

To implement SDG 8, the GOTG devise and implement policies to promote sustainable tourism 

that creates jobs and promotes local culture and products with the promotion of Ecotourism and 

the establishment of Indigenous Community Conserved Areas. The ratification of the Sendai 

framework on DRR, the SDG’s, the NBSAP, the NDC’s among other contributed immensely in 

the execution and implementation of the SDG8 at national Level. 

 

The testing of clay material in the construction industry is another step towards diversifying 

infrastructural development materials and reduced dependencies on the beach sand for the 

burgeoning construction industry. For this proposed initiative, SDG 9 is enhanced. 

 

To effectively address SDG 14, the GOTG has drawn policies and strategies to effectively 

regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and 

destructive fishing practices, Furthermore GOTG has established MPA’s and designated no-take 

zones  and implement science-based management plans, in order to restore fish stocks in the 

shortest time feasible, at least to levels that can produce maximum sustainable yield as 

determined by their biological characteristics. In the new future, two Marine protected areas 

(Kartong  Allahein  and Labor Canyon ) identified through the EBSA process of the UNCBD 

will be established to boost the national coverage area but also protect breeding ecosystems of 

marine species (Marine turtles, dolphins and whales, fish and fisheries products…). The recent 

signing of the Fishing agreement with the European Union has contributed to eliminate subsidies 

that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and refrain from introducing new 

such subsidies. 

 

Finally to implement SDG 15,  the Government is implementing the obligations ratified under 

the UNCCD . This is meant to ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of 

terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems and their services, in particular forests, wetlands and 

drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements. The government has also 

developed and is executing the Large Scale Ecosystem based Adaptation Project to promote the 

implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests and conservation areas , halt 

deforestation, restore degraded forests and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation. 

The development and monitoring of the NDP will go a long way to integrate ecosystem and 

biodiversity values into national and local planning, development processes, poverty reduction 

strategies and accounts. 

 

Assessment Report 

 Is your country’s demand for natural resources currently sustainable? 



 

No because of high rate of poverty and fast population growth, demand for natural resources is 

increasing by the day. Fuel wood and charcoal are the main sources of energy for cooking. 

 

 How has the demand for natural resources changed over time? 

There is also, an alarming increase in the demand for forest products, particularly firewood and 

charcoal for household energy. Recent studies clearly indicate trends of deforestation; showing 

that annual rate of deforestation currently stands at 7 per cent (Sillah, 2007). 

 

 Do you have spatial data that represent human pressures on national resource use? 

 

This constitutes a significant deterioration compared to the figure of about 5.3 per cent 

deforestation rate as reported in the State of the Environment Report (SER, 1997, p.40). 

 

 To what extent has the country mapped areas important for sustainable agriculture, 

forestry and fisheries? 

 

Agriculture being the backbone of the economy has taken a large more than 75% of the total 

arable land. The country is endeavored to intensify agriculture through land improvement and the 

implementation of Sustainable Land Management techniques to improve soil management. 

Areas as identified and mapped for designation to protected areas with various governance types 

and under forestry and wildlife conservation departments. Aquaculture is under development to 

improve fisheries production and regulate harvest. In the same vein, non-fishing zones are 

established along the coast and in fresh waters of the river Gambia. The department of Parks has 

secured funding through the GEF 6 allocation to establish Labor Canyon as a off-shore marine 

protected area.    

 

 

 Where is natural resource management likely to exceed safe ecological limits and where 

are the areas most important to implement sustainable management? 

In the Gambia, the protected areas under conservation regime, the community forests and the 

Indigenous Community Conserved Areas are the best spots where natural resources management 

can exceed safe ecological limits. These are very dedicated areas under strict protection and 

sustainable management. Established and planned Marine protected areas are also important no-

take zones to implement sustainable management. 

 What actions have been taken to reduce the impact of production sectors on biodiversity? 

 

Through the EbA project, there are initiative to develop alternative livelihood of the communities 

living with the resources. Ecotourism programmes in Community protected areas, NFTP market 

development and entrepreneurship such as bamboo furnitures, bee keeping, village garden 

wildlife cropping and village banking to name a few.  

 

 What kinds of sustainable production and consumption plans (SPC) are in place? 

 



The implementation of Ecosystem Based Adaptation programmes in communities of CRR, URR 

AND LRR are the principle beneficiairies. 

 

 To what extent has the country operationalized the concept of safe ecological limits and 

applied this concept to ensure that sustainable harvest levels are met for forestry, 

fisheries, agriculture and grazing sectors? 

 

At the policy level, a new ANR policy is adopted putting emphasis on the application of 

sustainable harvesting methods in order to regulate harvesting in fisheries, forestry and wildlife 

sectors. The ban on unsustainable fishing practices, the ban on charcoal burning and chainsaws. 

The establishment of hunting camps and the licensing of hunting activities are among several 

measures put in place to operationalise the concept of safe ecological limits.   

 

 

 What percentage of managed forests, managed fisheries, agriculture and grazing lands 

within the country are under some form of certified sustainable management? 

Under the management of the forestry department, 302,000 hectares of forest lands are 

sustainably managed (NFA, 1998). Currently there are twenty-two (22)   Protected Areas, 

occupying a total area 94,064 hectares, which is approximately 9.4% of the Gambia‟s total 

surface area (DPWM, 2017). 

 How many sectors in the country have SPC plans? 

There are sectoral strategic plans and a consolidated Agriculture and Natural Resources strategy 

which are stipulating the ways and means to exploit rationally the natural resources of the 

country. Targets are set by institutions for exploitation but rarely those are met. The issue of 

monitoring pose a big challenge.  

 What steps have governments, businesses and stakeholders taken to implement SPC 

plans at the national, regional and local scale? 

 

There are initiatives to address sustainable production and consumption but this is not yet 

regulated. The DPWM has prepared and disseminated the national guidelines for private sector 

involvement in natural resources management in order to improve financing and sustainable 

management of the resources. The establishment of the ANRWG and its ramification at the 

regional levls toppled with the capacity improvement of the MDFT are among the various steps 

put aside by the government.  

 

 Have they kept the impacts of use of natural resources well within safe ecological limits 

 at the national, regional and local scale? 

These bodies continue to exert considerable pressures to reduce illegal activities at national and 

regional levels. They are the entry points of all projects designed to address unsustainable 

practices. They are seldom used to raise awareness but also to regulate the use of biological 

resources and enforce the laws against eventual culprits. 

 How does the environmental ministry influence the sustainability of other ministries? 



 

The ministry of Environment, Climate Change and Natural Resources is present in the governing 

board of all ministries in order to influence sustainable management decisions in those areas. The 

ministry is represented in the Defense ministry and external affairs ministry for the regulation of 

transboundary movement of natural resources to and from our borders. The ministry is also a 

partner with the Ministry of Health to regulate and advise on synthetic Biology and more 

specially on Gene Drive for the benefit of the population in the fight against Malaria and other 

vector diseases.     

 

 To what extent are biodiversity and ecosystem service values incorporated into 

organizational accounting and reporting in your country? 

 

The evaluation of biodiversity resources inputs into our economy is yet to be done but there are 

great advances of climate change bugeting with the finance ministry. The new MTEF budgeting 

is identifying biodiversity conservation as a national budget line item and activities related to 

biodiversity consist of the budget line of the Ministry and line departments and agency.  

 

 What percentage of businesses reporting on environmental issues makes specific 

references to biodiversity, natural capital and/or ecosystem functions and services? 

 

Most of the enterprises and especially development projects report on environmental issues in 

relation to their project or programme. The references with the EIA working group are an 

important source of verification but the poor quality of the documentation is not facilitating the 

accounting.  

 

 What progress are you making towards the UN 10-Year Framework Programmes on 

Sustainable Consumption and Production? 

 

To implement this framework, the Gambia has ratified the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 

Reduction, review the PAGE II and prepared its National Development Plan, its National 

Determining Plan, review its NBSAP and approve the Paris declaration on Climate Change and 

the SDG’s were adopted in the national development strategy. The presidency has established a 

dashboard to progressively monitor the government implementation of all these frameworks and 

every government institution is reporting on its quarterly implementation activities. 

 

 

 

 To what degree are indigenous peoples and local communities sustainably managing 

wildlife,most specifically the harvest of bushmeat? 

 

The Gambia has witnessed a rapid establishment of Indigenous Community Conserved Areas 

(ICCA) during the last five years and this with the financial support of the Agriculture 

department in order to offset its impacts in designated protected areas. In this vein a total of 14  

ICCAs has been established with management plans and a few with Ecotourism development 

plan. Wildlife is present in these areas but at a very limited numbers. The government has 

recruited managers for all these areas in order to secure their sustainable management and active 

surveillance. Hunting is also regulated with the provision of hunting licenses for both sports and 



domestic and quota were established through hunting bag limits for the hunting camps and 

individual hunters at local level. 

Its also important to note that in all protected areas ecept Abuko Nature Reserve, a Site 

Management Committee is established to assist and support the manager in his day-to-day 

management of the area. 

 What measures are being taken to ensure the impacts of tourism are sustainable? 

There is no much impact of the tourism sector in the designated protected areas. But to address 

sustainability , Environmental Impact Asessment  /Biodiversity Impact Assessment exercise is 

conducted for any proposed project in that nature and recommendations are made to provide 

alternatives for the forseen impacts cause by the tourism industries. 


